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When you’re exhausted, when your feet hurt, and 
it is near freezing cold, it’s hard to be optimistic.  
Unless your name is Nikiko Masumoto, and 
you’ve just witnessed one of great events of 
our time, the inauguration of Barack Obama as 
President.

Nikiko was one of lucky few with a ticket, courtesy of her father and acclaimed 
author David “Mas” Masumoto.*

The inauguration is a long way from 
the small, sleepy Central Valley 
town of Del Rey.  Mostly, they 
grow grapes, not optimistic 23-year-
olds with a degree in Gender and 
Women’s Studies from the University 
of California, Berkeley.

“I’ve been interested in politics 
since high school,”  Nikiko said.  
“But never to this degree.  Bush’s 
re-election really broke my heart.  
Obama totally inspired me.  I was 
happy to get behind a candidate that 
wasn’t the lesser of two evils.”

Except that she went all the way to Washington, D.C. and while she got 
close, she didn’t quite make it past the entry gate to actually witness the 
inauguration.

continued on next page

Senior Appreciation 
Lunch • March 8.  
See page 5

Rev. Roger is taking a 
break from his Pastor’s 
Note, so Life Times will 
take its place this month.

The Gates of Optimism
Life Times

Stories about your friends and neighbors

* David is the author of Epitaph for a Peach: Four Seasons on my Family Farm, and will 
be the keynote speaker at our 100th Anniversary dinner celebration this November 8.




